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Maya stood in her backyard and looked up at the big oak tree.

She wore her yellow overalls and a tool belt with a hammer.

'Let's build a treehouse,' she said to her friends Theo and June.

Theo flipped his red cap backwards and grinned. 'I'll find the

best branches!' June bounced on her toes, her purple

headband bobbing. 'I'll bring snacks!'
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Maya drew a blueprint on a big sheet of paper. Theo used his

magnifying glass to study the tree. 'This branch is strong,' he

said. June packed her backpack with cookies and juice. They

hammered and sawed and tied ropes. The treehouse was

small, with one window and a little door. 'It's perfect!' June

cheered.
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Every day after school, the three friends climbed into their

treehouse. Maya planned new games. Theo watched birds

through the window and drew maps. June shared her snacks

and told silly jokes. They laughed and played until the sun

went down. The treehouse felt like a special secret. 'I wish we

could stay here forever,' said Theo.
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One afternoon, June noticed a boy sitting alone on the fence

next door. He had a green hoodie and round glasses, and he

was drawing in a sketchbook. 'Who's that?' June asked. Maya

shrugged. 'The new neighbor. Sam.' June waved. 'Come play!'

she called. Sam looked down at his orange boots and shook his

head.
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June climbed down and walked over to Sam. 'I'm June. We

have a treehouse. Want to see?' Sam peeked up through his

wavy ginger hair. 'Really? You don't mind?' June smiled. 'Of

course not!' She took his hand and led him to the oak tree.

Maya and Theo waited at the bottom. 'Welcome, Sam!' they

said together.
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Sam climbed the rope ladder slowly. When he stepped inside

the treehouse, something amazing happened. The wall creaked

and stretched. A new room popped out like a bubble! Everyone

gasped. The room had a little table and a jar of pencils. 'It

grew!' Theo shouted. Sam's eyes went wide behind his glasses.

'Did I do that?'
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Sam smiled for the first time. He opened his sketchbook and

showed them his drawings. 'I draw murals,' he said. 'I could

paint one on this new wall.' Maya clapped. 'Yes! Let's make it a

friendship room.' They spent the afternoon painting flowers

and stars. The treehouse hummed with happiness. Sam didn't

look down at his shoes anymore.
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The next day, June invited her friend Lila, who had just moved

from far away. When Lila climbed in, the treehouse rumbled. A

spiral staircase twisted up to a new balcony! 'Wow!' Lila

laughed. 'This is amazing!' Theo quickly drew the staircase on

his map. 'We need to keep track,' he said. 'This treehouse is

changing fast.'
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More friends came. Each new friend made the treehouse grow.

A boy named Omar got a round window with colored glass. A

girl named Priya got a tiny reading nook with soft cushions.

Two brothers, Max and Leo, got a slide that swooped down to

the ground. The treehouse became a twisty, turny maze of

rooms and stairs and doors.
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Maya frowned at her blueprint. 'This doesn't match anymore!'

she said. 'We have too many rooms. How will we find each

other?' The treehouse was so big that kids got lost. Someone

called from a far balcony, 'Where's the snack room?' Another

voice echoed from a tunnel, 'I can't find the way down!'
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June stood at the door with her backpack. 'We need to

organize,' she said. 'Let's make a map and give each room a

name.' Theo raised his hand. 'I can draw the map.' Maya

nodded. 'And we can make signs.' Sam pulled out his

sketchbook. 'I'll design the signs so everyone can read them.'
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They worked together. Theo mapped every twist and turn.

Maya made a list of rules: share, take turns, and help new

friends find their way. June greeted everyone at the door and

gave them a name tag. Sam painted bright signs with arrows.

'This way to the snack room!' read one. 'Balcony ahead!' read

another.
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Now when a new friend arrived, someone met them at the

door and showed them around. June made sure nobody played

alone. Theo noticed quiet kids and invited them to explore.

Maya asked for ideas and listened. Sam added a new mural for

every friend. The treehouse kept growing, but it never felt like

a maze again.
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One day, a girl named Aisha came to visit. She looked nervous.

'Will there be room for me?' she asked. June took her hand.

'Friendship always makes room,' she said. They climbed the

spiral stairs and opened a door. Inside was a cozy room with a

big window and a soft rug. Aisha gasped. 'It grew for me!'
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The treehouse now had rooms for everyone. There was a game

room, an art room, a snack room, and a quiet room. Each

friend had a special place. Maya looked at her friends and

smiled. 'We built more than a treehouse,' she said. Theo

nodded. 'We built a community.' Sam added a heart to the map.

'This is where we belong.'
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And the treehouse kept growing. Every time a new friend

knocked on the door, a new room appeared. The children

learned that sharing and taking turns made everything better.

They learned that everyone has something to give. And they

knew, deep in their hearts, that friendship always makes room

for everyone—and their treehouse would keep growing with

love and belonging.
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