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The Golden Thank-You

Yavuz DEMIRKIRAN



Lily found a golden card on her doorstep. It sparkled like a tiny
sun. On the front, in curly letters, it said: 'Thank you for being
you.' Lily's warm brown eyes went wide. She had never seen
anything so beautiful. She picked it up, and it felt warm in her
hand, like it had been waiting just for her.
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Lily's curly black hair bounced as she ran inside. She put the
card on the kitchen table and read it again. 'Thank you for
being you,' she whispered. It made her feel special. But who
had sent it? And why? Lily decided to add her own thank-you
note. She wrote: 'Thank you for the sunshine.' Then she would
pass it to her friend Ben.



Ben was tall for his age, with a gap-toothed grin. Lily found
him in the schoolyard. 'Ben, I have something for you,' she
said, handing him the golden card. Ben's green eyes lit up.
‘Wow! What is it?' He read Lily's note and smiled. 'Thank you,
Lily! And thank you for helping me find my lost library book
last week.' He took a pen and wrote: 'Thank you for being a
great friend.' Then he promised to pass it on.
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The next day, Ben saw Maya sitting alone at lunch. She was
shy, with a long black braid and a gentle smile. 'Maya, I have a
special card for you,' Ben said. He gave her the golden card.
Maya's amber-brown eyes opened wide. She read the
messages and her dimples showed. 'Thank you, Ben. And
thank you for sharing your lunch with me when I forgot mine.'
She added her own note: 'Thank you for your kindness.'
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Maya felt warm inside as she held the card. It seemed to glow
a little brighter now. She knew just who to give it to. Theo was
the tallest in their class, with wavy red hair and round glasses.
He was always gentle and noticed when someone needed help.
Maya found him reading under a tree. 'Theo, this is for you,'
she said, handing him the golden card.
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Theo pushed his glasses up and read the messages. His blue
eyes sparkled. 'Thank you, Maya. And thank you for helping
me when I dropped my books yesterday.' He wrote: 'Thank you
for being so thoughtful.' Then he looked at Maya. "We should
give this back to Lily. She started the chain, and she should
see how bright it is now.' Maya nodded, and they went to find
Lily.




Lily was in her garden, wearing her yellow raincoat. Theo and
Maya ran to her. 'Lily, look!' said Theo, holding out the card. It
was glowing brighter than ever. Lily gasped. 'It's beautiful!
She read all the messages. 'Thank you for the sunshine,’
‘Thank you for being a great friend,' 'Thank you for your
kindness,' 'Thank you for being so thoughtful.' Each word
made the card shine more.




The friends sat in a circle on the grass. 'What should we do
now?' asked Ben. '"We could pass it to more friends,' said Maya.
'‘Or we could keep adding messages,' said Theo. Lily smiled.
'Let's do both! This card is magic. It spreads happiness.' They
all agreed. The golden card was not just a card; it was a chain
of thank-yous.




So they passed the card to their friend Sam. Sam added a
message: 'Thank you for making me laugh.' Then Sam gave it
to Priya. Priya wrote: 'Thank you for helping with my math."
The card grew brighter and brighter. The children laughed and
shared stories. They discovered that saying thank you made
their friendships stronger and their hearts happier.
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Soon, the whole class had added a message. The golden card
was now so bright it lit up the classroom. Everyone wanted to
say thank you to someone. The teacher, Ms. Lee, smiled. 'You
children have created something wonderful. Gratitude is a
special kind of magic.' The children felt proud. They had
started with one small card, and now it had touched many
hearts.
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Lily looked at the glowing card. ‘"We should make more cards,'
she said. "We can make one for each person we're thankful for.'
The others cheered. They spent the afternoon making golden
cards from paper and glitter. Each card carried a thank-you
message. The magic spread. By the end of the day, everyone in
the class had a glowing card.
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Ben gave a card to his mom. 'Thank you for always being
there,' he wrote. Maya gave one to her grandma. 'Thank you
for teaching me to braid my hair,' she wrote. Theo gave one to
his neighbor. 'Thank you for feeding the birds,"' he wrote. The
children learned that thank you can be said in many ways, and
it always brings joy.




The next morning, Lily found a new golden card on her
doorstep. It was from all her friends. It said: 'Thank you, Lily,
for starting the chain.' Lily's heart swelled with happiness. She
knew that the magic of gratitude would keep growing. She
couldn't wait to pass it on again.
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The friends decided to keep the golden card in a special box in
the classroom. They called it 'The Thank-You Box.' Whenever
someone did something kind, they wrote a thank-you note and
put it in the box. The box glowed with all the kind words
inside. The children learned that saying thank you and sharing
appreciation made their friendship stronger and happier.
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One day, a new student named Alex joined the class. Alex felt
shy and alone. Lily smiled and gave Alex a golden card. 'Thank
you for being our new friend,' she wrote. Alex's face lit up. The
chain of kindness continued. The golden card traveled from
child to child, spreading warmth and joy.
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By the end, the golden card shone with the warmth of many
grateful hearts. The children learned that small acts of
kindness can spread joy to everyone. They promised to always
say thank you and to share their appreciation. The magic of
gratitude lived on in their hearts, and their friendships grew
brighter every day.
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